Relevance of in vitro studies for aging of the organism. A review.
Cell culture in vitro has been widely used to study aging at a cellular level. The criticisms that have been raised to the use of this experimental system are due to incorrect interpretations of the results obtained, and to ignorance of the physiological development of the human organism through its life span. The cell culture methodology has yielded fundamental knowledge concerning how a cell is modified through division, how this creates a change in cell function, and the consequences it has on cell interactions.